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Homemade Plant Pots 

Not everyone has access to a garden; some of us don’t even have access to plant pots! But 

almost everyone can find things around the home that we can plant into- as long as it can 

hold soil and seeds, and has some form of drainage (e.g., holes at the bottom), you can 

probably make it work! Here are some of our favourites: 

Newspaper pots  

What you need: a long sheet of newspaper, a can or cup to roll it around, soil, seeds 

1.  Lay the newspaper out as long as it will go horizontally. A couple of layers works well.  

2. Fold it in half lengthwise, bring the can to one end, leaving about 3 cm of loose newspaper at the 

bottom.  

3. Roll the entire length of the newspaper around the cup.  

4. Fold one end down, pressing against the can, then gently remove the can. 

5.  Fill the newspaper cup with soil, plant some seeds on top, and voila! These can be planted directly into 

an outdoor garden without removing the newspaper.  

6. Check your pot daily and water just enough to keep the soil damp. A spray bottle works well to get the 

right amount. 

7. Video demonstration https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5N2eRidQFo 

 

 

 

 

 

Eggshell pots 

                    

What you need: clean, empty eggshells, safety pin or push pin or small nail, soil, 

seeds, container to hold your eggshell pots 

 

 

1.  Over a bowl, crack eggshell near the top, separate the top and bottom parts of the eggshell and collect 

egg in the bowl. Don’t forget to cook it up later for lunch…or breakfast…or dinner!  

2. Gently rinse the eggshell under warm water or you can put the empty eggshells in a pot of boiling water 

for a few minutes to remove any trace of salmonella. 

 *If you’d like to dye the eggshell or make a fun design or face on it, this is the time to do that! In a heat-

proof bowl or small mason jar, add 1 teaspoon vinegar and 10-20 drops of food colouring to ½ cup 
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boiling water. Let liquid cool slightly, then use a spoon to immerse the eggshell into the dye and 

let it sit for about 5 minutes. You can gently swirl the eggshell around in the dye so the colour covers it 

evenly. Use the spoon to lift eggshell out of dye and let dry on a wire baking rack. Use a permanent 

marker to draw on the eggshell. 

                    

  

 

 

3. Make a small hole, for drainage, in the bottom of the eggshell using a safety pin, or a push pin or a small 

nail. Some people find it easier to make the hole from the inside of the eggshell while others find 

pushing gently from the outside into the eggshell works.  

4. Using a spoon, carefully fill the eggshell ¾ full with soil. 

5. Place 2-3 seeds on top, gently pushing them just under the surface of the soil.  

6. Place your eggshell pot in a container like an egg carton or plastic dish that will hold it upright. Put it in a 

sunny spot in the house, like in a window. Check your pot daily and water just enough to keep the soil 

damp. A spray bottle works well to get the right amount of water. 

7. Once the seeds sprout, you can plant the eggshell pot into the garden or a larger pot. Break the eggshell 

a bit so the roots will escape easily. 

Here’s a link to a mini greenhouse made from a 2L pop bottle which will really get things 

GROWing! 

https://www.instructables.com/id/Pop-Bottle-Greenhouse/ 

Toilet paper roll pots 

What you need: toilet paper rolls, scissors, soil, seeds 

1. With a ruler, mark 4 spots, 2-3 cms from the end of the toilet paper roll. 

2. Cut up to each spot. 

3. Fold the cut sections in towards the centre of the roll to make the bottom of 

your pot. 

4. Using a spoon, carefully fill the pot ¾ full with soil. 

5. Place 2-3 seeds on top, gently pushing them just under the surface of the soil. 

6. Put your pot in a sunny location on a tray, plate or shallow bowl to catch 

excess water. Check your pot daily and water just enough to keep the soil damp. A spray bottle works 

well to get the right amount. 

7. Once it’s warm enough, you can plant your toilet paper roll pot into the garden; just make sure you dig a 

hole deep enough so there is no part of the roll sticking above the surface of the soil.  

https://www.instructables.com/id/Pop-Bottle-Greenhouse/

